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APRIL 21.
WEST INDIA EXPEDITION.

Mr. SHERIDAN moved, that the adjourned de-
bate, on the papers for which he moved on a former
night, respecting the war in the West Indies, be
now resumed.

Mr. Pitt said, he doubted whether ke had any right to say
any thing to the honorable gentleman*s motion for these papers9
txcept that ke should not vote for laying them before the house,
as ke had on the former night delivered his sentiments upon the
question*

Mr. Sheridan observed, he was considerably sur-
prised that the minister should make such an attempt
to prevent the discussion of this subject. The mi-
nister had said to-night, that he had already ani-
madverted against grantingthese papers to the house.
He could not recollect any thing that was said by
the right honorable gentleman upon this subject that
looked like an argument. When the subject was be-
fore the house, he said the debate should be adjourned,
in order that it might be debated ; and now it was
brought forward, he said he would not consent to
granting the information that was desired. This
was all the argument of the right honorable gentle-
man. He understood that the minister wanted time
to prepare himself for this matter. He had that
time, for the debate was adjourned; but lie had
made very bad use of his time, for he had now no-
thing to say, except that he was not in the humour
to give the house any information on the subject.
This was part of the minister's plan. There had,
.of late, been some endeavours which had been hi-
therto too much successful, to introduce into that
house a very novel and a very bad practice, by
which the minister superseded the" inquisitorial
power of that assembly ; it was to refuse to the house
all means of preliminary information, when on the
face of the matter there was ground for inquiry